As the radio industry struggles to
maintain listeners, WHRW-FM continues
to fill richly earned niches.

BY KIM FERNANDEZ

j sk Rich Bellin, class of ‘o-,
history and hiochemisery, whar
he enjovs about managing
the Binghamton University
raclic: stution, and his narm-
ally rapid-fire speaking pace
comes screeching ta a halt
He pavses, Savs, "Hmmm.”
Mivses some more,

It's noar char Bellin can't think
ol anything he likes abour WITIRW,
CQuite the concrary, He can't think of
much he doesnt enjoy

The same seems oo be true of che sta-
rion's ocher directors, 13]s and volunteers
who have been involved wich i through
its more than go-year histors Ask them
what it s or was that brought them to the
station for up to 2o hours per week, anid
thev'll talk about the music, the contra-
versies over the vears, the chance for free
sell~expression.

Mostly, vou'll hear abour the
camaruderic thevve found in
the scations studios, from
its incepion as o basement
operation thar rransmit-
e divectly tor two dormi-
torics, o the 2,000 wan
relative giant of today that
van be heard Foran leasta 23-
mile radivs around campus.
Many compure it to g sorr of fra-
ternity, bhut one that accepts anvone
wha might wander through the doar, and
nne that resonates across decades.

“It’s a unique epportunicy,” Bellin SaVs.
“Mothing like it exists anvwhere else.” e
means char in several wavs, from the DJs
ability ro program just about anything
thev want without having 1o conform to
aset penre or format, to the opportunicy
ta hang our with students and the mem-
bers of the surrounding community wha
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“We have an
enormaous
music library.
It's expanding
s0 much we
don’t have

kno room for it all.”
many people are listening ro

his broadeasting baby. Neither v
ilaes anvone clse. Arbitron, the
argamization that keeps sta-
tistcs on the radio industry,
doesn't track college audicnces,
and there's no reliable way for
the station to know who's tun-
ing . The thing is, it doesnt
seem to matter. “Hadio Free
Binghamuon,” as WITRW likes
o refer to ieself isn't abouyt
market share or annuul revenye

make up a good portion of the
starion's scalll

Bellin,
spends 20 or more hours a
week ar the seation outside of
class time, doesnt know how

who  estimares  he

or beconung famous. Instead, it's about sharing passions,
musical and otherwise, and learning from students, alumni
and nerghborhood friends who broadease and spend spare
time inins stuelios, Te's aboue respomsibility and respecr,

It a proud legacy, and one that current station rnnag-
ers are working hard 1o push into the furire, cven as muore
listeners across che nation are tu rmng elsewhere to gee the
majority of thetr news and entertainment.

““W ansulered one way, WHRWS history is a res
tament to the power of gizmns, The weehnol-

- ugy to broadeast signals was invenred in 1803

by Heinrich Tlerrz; one vear later, inventors

tn several countries came up with devices thar
would receive those signals, The first regular AM braad-
cast on recard was spearheaded by San Franciseo resident
Charles Herrodd in trz. By jgid, congressional tesrimuony
notes that more than 8 500 Americans were regularly broad-
casting to abour 200,000 receivers, From there. it was a
short hop o regulatory laws and eseablishment of the first
regular AM starions,

The radio boom hit Binghamton in rosa with the ey
tablishment of “The Hadio Workshop of TTarpur Col-
lege.”™ Studenes began building theie firse gansmitter i
1961, The nexe year, the Federal Communications Cam-
mussian (FCC) approved the application for call letters
"WEATR™ which stood for Rafyse ITall, the swation’s fcst
campus home. By ronz, WRAT was transmirting for sev-
cral hours, four days a week, with a “no rock ‘n roll” policy
In 1965, the FCC ullowed WRAF to build an EM station
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for educational purposes ar frequency go.s. Christened
CWILRN" for arpur Radio, it began broadeasting on
Feb, 4, 1966, us one of anly three FM stauons available in
the greater Binghamronarea, Then-General Manager Dhavid
Cooper 67, now an orthopedic surgenn, calls the experience
“interesting,” and laughs, remembering how he stood on the
raol of the campus adiministration building to supervise the
stallation of rthe new FM antenna.

“T [wast on top of the building watching the antenna go
up, thinking, “What in the hell am 1 doing up here ™ he says,
“That was our tpping-off ceremony.”

Toselay, chough, with new technologics capruring the pub-
lic’s attention, radio has heen in decline for several VEATS 5
an indusiey Facing challenges from 24 hour news on televie
sion and the Internet and scads of entertainment [rogram-
muny am both, radio scarians have had o find Creativie wavs
to maintain audiences nor sitring in cars. Following the
reend, many colleges have established television stations or
Interner news sites of their own, But callege radio remains
a strong deaw, both for lisreners loaking for something
different and for parcicipants who find it o perfect marrige
of self-cxpression and anonyvmity,

# HRW is one of an estimared 1,400 ol
lege broadeasting stations in existenee
in the United Seates. More than 150
%% students and commmunity members host
i shows and work behind rhe seenes to
keep things moving, s “no-rock™ policy is long pone. In its
place is what amounts to an epen forum: Dis can play or
do what they want when they want, so I mg as they stav in
compliance with FCC regulations (each [3] must apprentice
for u semester and pass a standard FOCC exam before lerng
allowed to broadeast a [rigram),
Because DJs can determine rheir own programming,
the starion’s management is divvicd up
partments, mchuling pop, jazz,

nro many de
folk, classical, heritage
tlefined s

“music of
bilack expression”), news,
public affairs and radio
theater, There's also the
carch-all “specialne” de
partment chat handles
shows that simply don't
fit anywhere else,
Bevond being a hall-
mark of WHRW (no
many broadeast scations
are totallv free-fnrmar)



Making waves for 40 YEA|

There’s been aiong tradi
tion of WHRW 3]s whao believe
theyve affected community as
decply as Dan Walikis, MA 77, has.

David Cooper 67 was general
manager of the station during s
transition from AM o FM broad-
casting in 1966, He arrived at Bing-
hamton all of 16 vears old and, three
vears larer, had the opportunity
to interview the Binghamron ciey
mavor shortly before election time.

“The big topic ar the time was
drugs on campus,” Cooper says, “1
was interviewing the mayor, Joseph
Eswarthy, over the phone. 1 asked
him whether he would ever scand
for the legalization of marijuin.
Whar he said was thar if peaple
ever got to the point where they
used marijuana the same wity they
used alcohol, he would support
legaltzing ic.”

Alocal newspaper reporter
caught the broadcast and published
a story that said Mayor Eswarthy
supported legalizing por, “The
next day, reporters came in and
requested our transeripes,” Coaper
remembers: Esworthy eventually
lose the election. “Tt was big in the
newspaper tor a couple of davs, and
that was the Arst big impact that
Flarpur Rudio had. [ theughe it was
unfair to Esworthy ro take his com-
ments out of context like that, bue |
was kind of Aaccered that the story
wits picked up.”

Cooper's protégeé, Rich Alpern
vy, a principal ar Frederic W Cool
& Co. Inc, alaw firm in New York

the programming diversity has led to one of the Lirgese re
cordings eollections of college stations anvwhere, Program
[Mrecoor stephanie Waolf cstimares (har the staton owns
abonr 05,000 recordings (o000 on vinyl andd z5, 000 on
CLIY Thar inecludes one of the largese collections of juzz re- arer

vordings in rhe country, she maintains. *We have an CNor

Eric Lobenfeld "71 credits his time as a
D with fostering an ahility to try cases
confidently in front of juries.

Leity was another station manager
with a zeul for news. As speres
director, Alpern teaveled with the
men's husketball team an away
games su he could do play-hy-play
broadeasting, And in mid 1665,
when the campus was cvacuared
because of a gas leak, Cooper and
Alpern talked police inco letting
them go back up 1o the administra-
tion building so they could give
radio listeners frst-hand accounts,
Eric Lubenfeld =1, now a parcner
with law-Firm miant Hogan &
Iartson in New York, ook the
station to the cutting cdge wich
musical programming. He starred
a show called Radio London, de-
voted almast exclusively to music

Lhings in."
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maous music library” Wolf savs,
we don't have room for i all, We're COTsE

on cormmerciul radio: Besides Garrisan Becillar, there

by English rock bands. “T would Ly
records through the mail from Fange-
land and ger rhem before they were
issued in the United States. A lot of
famaus rock bands were plaved for
the first time in Binghamron — and
maybe New York — on WITRW®

Lobenteld also recalls sending
a team of student reporters from
WIIRNY vo Washingron, 100, to
cover an anti-war rallv an the Wash-
mgton Mall in 1960 “Tt was a verv ex-
citing time,” he says, “We profoundly
changed whar the radio station was.”

Both Cooper and Lobenteld
believe their stints on WHRW
shaped them in ways they didn't
recognize at the time — a sentiment
chat drives many WHRW alumni to
reconnect regularly (their yorth re-
union will take place ar Homecoming
in Cherober 2006 {see herp:iwhrw o,
cam]l. “I'm embarrassed w say that
Feid okay in college bur, really, my
Binghamton experience revalved
around the radio station,” Lobeteld
says. e eredits his time on-air with
fastering his ability to try cases
contidently before juries, *I'm
relaxed ralking to large groups of
people [don't know,” he savs, “That's
a function of being on the racio. el
Involvement in management there
was very useful in terms of learning
how o ger along wirh people and
reach consensus among groups
wha didn’t necessarily agree, It was
srear for me.”

“The station was like home for
many of us.” Alpern says, “Ir helped
# lot ol us grow up”

Chie af the chriving departments ar W j radier the-
playvs, skerches, mmprew, Ie's w arr form than's tving
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“lt's expanding so much
antly gerning new

aren’t



Free format

“Shy and awkward” i,
how Laura Aswad '88 remembers
lecling as a freshman walking into
her first WHERW gencral meeting,
Held in one of the old Union loung.
s, the meetings were packed with
75 to 100 students sitting wherever
— on the backs of couches, un
tables, cross-legged on the Haor.

She wisn't 3 tenderfoor for long.
“We were all drawn in by the colee-
tic music and the opportunicy 1o be
on the air” says Aswad, who became
WHRW?s general manager her se-
nior year and is now the associate producer at the
Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts in New Yark
Ciry: "It wasn't just an ego-boost, eicher, Evervane
was willing to give a lot to make che station work.”

For Aswad, the personification af the starion’s
altruism is Ron Drumm, WHRW s record librarian,
For decades, Drumm’s color-caded catalog has kept
WHERW'S huge music collection organized. He also
refreshes it regularly wich trips to New York Clity,
where he trades bagfuls of donated records for music
that meets the DJs' programmi ng needs, “He's like the
station’s ‘national treasure’,” Aswad says.

Another seation touchstone for vo unger WELRW
alumni is former peneral manager Paul Buttaplia ‘oo,

many radio dramatises around anymore. But here, o group nf
students writes, acts and broadeases dramas, mivsteries arnl
comedies, just like in rhe old days,

Graduare student Jordan White, who heads up the -
dio theater deparement and makes MP1 files available for
download off the Internet, says the website pees regular
hits, in part, he figures, because it docsnt just sound like a
boaok read vur loud.” White estimates that he's wricten and
worked on about 27 hours of radio drama over three semes
ters., [ wanr to do something original, [nmm:thjngj done
[ust for radio and writeen just for radio.”

mﬁﬂw“ he starion's website also offers hints that
i WIEHRW' diversity has attracred a relatively
||,| large Iisrcm'ng audience for unusual shows,
TE Bellin savs the stations phone lines light up
i like Christmas trees when certain L= take to
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Seth Mates "00, a designer for MNawsday,
returned to campus in February 1o talk with
students about journallsm careers.

‘orever

whao died in gftr, say Sech Mares ‘oo
and Stephen Bendr ‘o4, “When Paul
talked with you, he made vou feel
special,” Mates reealls. Thar qualicy
made him “one of Binghamton's
best student leaders,” savs Mares,
now i designer for Newiday in Long
Tslang, N.Y.

Bendr recalls that “Paul wanted
evervone to have a pond time,”
which gave sportscasters like him
the confulence to be creative, even
goolty Now an emergency-room
parient liaison in Troy, NLY., Bendt
remembers crunching cookies on the air when games gol
aut of hand. The practice caughe on with fans, and So-
dexho stafl started handing our baked goodies ar hame
games. Fans would chant “coakies™ at kev moments.

When Mates and Battaglia decided to turn the
February ooy Radiothon inro a “Iow-avay event,”
Mates remembers making it “my full time jaby” for weels.
He even “failed Al Vos® British Lterarure class to make
time" for the Radiothon. Bue covering the women's
basketball season victory and drawing in two bands for 2
first-ever sald-our Party at the Pub made ic warthwhile,
Mares savs,

“Every time we were an the air, it wus a rush. Every
time, it was diffcrent,” Mares savs,

the wirwaves, The station also draws in members of the sur
rounding community, mast of whom have no other ties ta
the Universicy Lacal professionals, students and retirees of-
ten come in o begin apprenticeships, then take over their
own shows, often staving for a decade or more.

The draw amony the community — nearly halt of the sra-
tion’s staff are neighborhood residents — makes WITRW
unique among college radio stations, Students who wiork
on the station sav thar the ORPOCLUNITY (0 interact with ey-
eryone from young professionals eo retireos means thev cun
develop peer relationships with working adules and escab
lish menrar-like relationships,

"We become friends, wi're a community” Bellin savs.
“Theee have been people whotve stuved here lor 28 or 34
vears,” One of rhose who has staved ar WHRW is <] 3 Lran

Jan™ — Jan Walikis, a retired schoolteacher. Ellis Islaned roaar

guide and self-taught music histarian, Walikis, who hosts the
Tuesday night “Furopean Ethnic Melodies Show.” earned



“Two young men
took me under
their wing in an
apprenticeship,
and it was the
most astounding
and fascinating
and interesting
experience. They
taught me radio,
and I thought,
"You know, |
could kind of
groove on this.’”

his MA in history from
Binghamton in 19=2 [le
didn’t wunder into the se-
tion until 1944, thaugh. 11js
st was a D oand Walik s
drave him o his shife one
fight when the voungster's
car broke down, Dan Jan is
now celebratng his 1§k
vearas g 137,

“Brvo voung men took
e under their wing [in an
apprenticeshipl, and i way
the most astounding and
fascinating and interestng
expericnce,” he says, “They
taughe e racder, g T
thought, “You know; T could
kind of groove an rhis
I asked rthem if they cver
plaved unv ethnic  music
= polkas and music from
Furape. Shortly arrer, | Zor
a call asking if 1Y like to do
the show”

While Waltkis. Bke othr
Dis. doesn't know how big
his audience is, he Lrs o
lot of calls and nores from
elderly listeners who en.

l_.ll'||'1 I'rllll-'r-!l!._l}"::-:_i. 'r'.l'Jl.f'. F.?

1oy hearing the music they
remember from their child-
howds, Bellin, who sitvs Wh
likis has become something of a tather fgure w student
station members, thinks he enjovs a “huge |j.‘~l't‘]'t¢1'ﬁhl-1.'l,u
both an the ajr andd over rhe Web, narionwide. “People
listen because von just don’t hear chis seufi anyvwhere
else.” Bellin savs.

“1 pointe the com munity and 1 know people are lispen-
ing,” Walikis savs, “We're making a difference in their life,
e song selection at u rime.”

Fnothing clse, radio s 4 technology constancly in Ay,

Ihe AM o FM revolution of the 19605 was followed

hy tape to LP o CD revalutions, Manv radio starions

have awomared their broadeasts to allow DJs to pre-

reconl their time on the air gl let it run during their
time slots, And now, HID radio, which broadiases digitally
and allows stutions 1o send our more than one signal on a
single bandwidih, is the talk of ch industry,

“That platform allows radio statjons to do multicaseing,”
savs Kris Jones, spokesperson for the National Assariation
of Broadcasters, "A rock station, for exumple, would he able
to send out Latin and rock simultaneosusly, and listeners
with proper equipment could pick up both starions. It's a
big boom for radi.”

Even though WHRW usually aduprs technolop: guick-
Iy, the station directors are being cautions with rhe newer
trends. “There's a great fear that if we upddare to g hese things
toa tase and too saon, the free-formar nature of W[ IR
will go away forever,” Bellin sitys. “That's whar people value
misre thun anvthing else. We dan't want to become a COTO-
tite commerel station and lose our sonl,”

And although WIHRW has welcast its shows for severgl
vears ulready, chings like 113 radico or podeastng — g new

technology that's juse beginning o take mainstream stations
by storm

s o clear money for things like that, and we don’ WANE [
coanything to dis-cnhance the o tmosphere and free Tormar
of the starion,” Bellin svs. W just dont koow enatigh
about podeasting to make an intormed decision right now:”

are anly on the horizon, “1t can takie a while for

That ficece lavalry to the starion's wdentiey is one reason
staft members are commined to keeping it alive and wel-
coming newcomers with ppen arms. "The studenrs o
are 1 to 22 vears of age,” says Oi-veurold Walikis, “I'm ald
enouph to be their prandfarher T was dedng this when they
were in diapers. But | like 1o meet the new studenes and help
them leacn, This radio station is important, and if we dan't
trach new peaple, iv wan' continue,” O
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